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Dr. Jad Smith Office: 3605 Coleman Hall 
E-mail: jdsmith3@eiu.edu (preferred contact) 
Phone: 217.581.6290 
Office Hours: T 3:15-5:45, R 3:15-
3:45, R 5:15-6:15, by appointment 
English 4300/4390: Inventing the Truth-Critical Approaches to Creative Nonfiction, Spring 2009 
Required Texts 
Bechdel, Alison. Fun Home, 2006 
Doty, Mark. Firebird, 1999 
Gibaldi, MLA Handbook, 61h edition, 2003 
King, On Writing: A Memoir of the Craft, 2000 
Kingston, The Woman Warrior: Memoirs of a Girlhood among Ghosts, 1976 
Williford and Martone, Touchstone Anthology of Creative Nonfiction, 2007 
Zinnser, Inventing the Truth: The Art and Craft of Memoir, 1987 
*Additional readings listed in the schedule will be provided as handouts or through library reserve 
Course Description 
As Scott Russell Sanders has pointed out, "dividing the realm of prose literature into fiction and nonfiction is clumsy 
at best." Writers rarely, if ever, "freely invent a world" or neutrally "report on the actual world." This senior seminar 
takes as its focus a genre-creative nonfiction-in which writers self-consciously explore the tenuous line between 
fact and fiction; and particular emphasis will fall on critical approaches to two of forms of creative nonfiction: the 
essay and the memoir. Broader topics examined in the context of the reading will include narrative craft, memory, 
and the idea of truth in creative nonfiction, and the family, gender, and sexuality. 
Writing-Intensive Course 
Consider submitting an essay written for this class to the EWP. Visit the following web address for information on 
the submission process: <www.eiu.edu/-assess/electronic_writing_portfoliol .htm>. The deadline for EWP 
submissions is Monday, May 4. 
Assignments 
Short Essay 15% 
Draft and Revision of Analysis Essay I 0% 
Analysis Essay 25% 
Presentation 10% 
Final Examination 20% 
Participation 20% 
Final grades will be calculated on a ten-point scale (i.e., 100 to 90 =A, 89.99 to 80 = B, and so on). 
Policies 
Late Work: Neither daily assignments falling under the participation grade nor the draft of the analysis essay will 
be accepted late. I will consider granting extensions on the short essay and the final draft of the analysis essay on a 
case-by-case basis. To receive an extension, you must cite truly extenuating circumstances for the request. 
Extensions will be granted entirely at my discretion. In the case that you should fail to submit an assignment on 
time, you will be penalized one letter grade (I 0%) for not turning it in on time and an additional l 0% for every 
calendar day thereafter. Late work submitted more than four calendar days after the deadline will not be accepted. 
Only in the case of a properly documented absence may an examination be taken before or after the scheduled date. 
The rescheduled examination may cover different material than the original. 
Academic Dishonesty: Instances of academic dishonesty, including plagiarism, will be reported to Judicial Affairs. The 
penalty for academic dishonesty is failure in the course. Please submit only original work in this class, and carefully 
document all sources for both rough and final drafts according to the 6th edition of the MLA Handbook. Make sure, in 
particular, that any quoted material in your written work appears in quotation marks. If you have concerns about your use 
of sources, please meet with me to discuss them before turning in your work. 
The Office of Disability Services: If you have a documented disability and wish to receive academic 
accommodations, please contact the Office of Disability Services (581-6583) as soon as possible. 
Week One 
T Jan 13 
R Jan 15 
Week Two 
T Jan 20 
RJan 22 
Week Three 
T Jan 27 
R Jan 29 
Week Four 
T Feb 3 
R Feb 5 
Week Five 
T Feb 10 
R Feb 12 
Week Six 
T Feb 17 
R Feb 19 
Week Seven 
T Feb 24 





T Mar 10 
RMar 12 
Spring Recess 





T Mar 31 
RApr2 
Provisional Schedule 
Each reading should be completed before class on the day it is listed. 
Abbreviations: I= Inventing the Truth, T = Touchstone Anthology 
Introduction to the course 
Sanders, "Introduction" (T xv-xviii) 
Zinsser, "Writing and Remembering: A Memoir and an Introduction" (I 11-29) 
Dillard, "To Fashion a Text" (I 53-76) 
Doyle, "Leap" (T 165-66) 
Beard, "The Fourth State of Matter" (T 1-16) 
Sedaris, "Repeat after Me" (T 453-61) 
Levine, "The Essayist is Sorry for your Loss" (T 280-89) 
Vollmann, "Three Meditations on Death" (handout) 
Morrison, "The Site of Memory" (I 103-24) 
Selections from Equiano, Interesting Narrative (handout) 
Baldwin, "Notes of a Native Son" (handout) 
Kincaid, "A Small Place" (T 257-64) 
David Foster Wallace, "Consider the Lobster" (T 525-41) 
Short Essay due 
Tan, "Mother Tongue" (514-19) 
Hong Kingston, "No Name Woman" & "White Tigers," Woman Warrior (1-54) 
Hong Kingston, "Shaman," Woman Warrior (55-110) 
Hong Kingston, "At the Western Palace," Woman Warrior (111-60) 
Hong Kinston, "A Song for a Barbarian Reed Pipe," Woman Warrior (161-209) 
Doty, "Return to Sender" (T 152-64) and Firebird (1-44) 
Doty, Firebird ( 45-102) 
Doty, Firebird ( 105-98) 
Conferences 
No classes 
Rudiger, "Reading Lessons: Graphic Novels I 01" (handout) 
Bechdel, Fun Home (1-86) 
Bechdel, Fun Home (87-150) 
Bechdel, Fun Home (121-32) 






T Apr 14 
R Apr 16 
Week Fourteen 




R Apr 30 
EWP Deadline 
Final Exam 
Cooper, "Burl's" (T 132-40) 
Cox, "Visitor" (T 141-47) 
King, On Writing (7-67) 
King, On Writing (67-107, 253-270) 
Student selected readings 




Analysis Essay due 
Monday, May 4 
Tuesday, May 5, 7:30-9:30 p.m. 
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